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practical life, and I fail to see what other method is
available. Competition means that thousands of
people all over the world are trying to find out how
they can supply more economically and efficiently
the wants of other people, and that is a state of
things to which I do not altogether object. Equality
in my sense implies that every one should be allowed
to compete for every place that he can lill. The cry
is merely, as it seems to me, an evasion of the funda-
mental difficulty. That difficulty is not that people
compete, but that there are too many competitors;
not that a man's seat at the table has to be decided
by fair trial of his abilities, but that there is not room
enough to seat everybody. Malthus brought to the
front the great stumbling-block in the way of
Utopian optimism. His theory was stated too abso-
lutely, and his view of the remedy wavS undoubtedly
crude. But he hit the real difficulty; ancl every
sensible observer of social evils admits that the
great obstacle to social improvement is that social
residuum, the parasitic class, which multiplies so as
to keep down the standard of living, and turns to
bad purposes the increased power of man over
nature. We have abolished pestilence ancl famine in
their grimmest shape; if we have not abolished war,
it no longer involves usurpation or slavery or the
permanent desolation of the conquered; but one